
O  B R O T H E R  M A N

Thc / l rc f  t imc wc he. i r  grown up church pcoplc  c : i l l  c . rch o lh! . r ' "Bfothef"  and "Sis ter , "  wc somet imes
s n i c k c r  l t  h o w  o l d - f a s h i o n c d  i t  s o u n d s .

Howe'vcr ,  a f ter  s tudying the tcachings of  lcsus,  wc lc . r rn thnt  bcc. r r rsc rve arc a l l  ch i ldren of  one Father
God wt  arc l rcant  to  l ive as brothers and s is tcrs  wi th o l rc '  , r r ro thcr .  Jcsus d idn ' t  mcan t ight ing brothers
and s is lcrs ,  c i thcr ,  bccausc thc New Test ; rmcnt  is  fu l l  t . r f  scr ip tures cxpla i r r ing about  a re lat ionship of  love.
T a k e  t r r r n s  l o o k i n g  u p  a n d  r e a d i n g  M a t t h c w  2 3 - 8 ' l ) :  l V a t l h o v  2 5 : 4 0 ; G c n .  l 3 : 8 , P s a l m  I 3 3 : l ; M a l . 2 : 1 0 ;

J o h n  I 3 : 3 . 1 ;  R o r r a n s  1 2 : 1 0 ; G a l .  6 : 2 ' a n d  I  J o h n  3 : 2 3  t o  s c r '  h o w  G o d  w a n t s  u s  t o  l i v c .

Thc Quakcr  poct ,  Johr ' r  Grecnleaf  Whi t t ier ,  dcscr ibcd "bro lhcr ly  lovc"  as thc deepest  express ion of
rvorship i r r  thrce stanzas of  a  much longe r  pocm which wr s ing t { id , iy  Js th ! '  hymn,  O Bro lher  l l lan.  Cktse
your  cycs 1o th jnk about  thc meaning of  Whi t t ic r ' 's  w0r 'c ls

Thc worship scrv icc of  which Whi t t ic r  wr i tcs is  hc ld n()1 iust  on Sundays bul  whenever  and
v,herer . 'er  DeoDle show lovc toward thei r  fe l low mln

Hymrrs arc sung whenever  persons snr i le  in  genuinc f r icndl iness at  o thers

Pral  crs  are heard by God through cach deed of  k indncss

Wal ls  of  a  church bui ld ing cannot  cr )nta in such worship,  but  the "whole ear th becomes our
F . r t  h c r ' s  t c m p l c "

And wi th lovc f i l l ing thc car th -  wars would ceasc.

Poctry can be a vcry porverful way of combining intellectut-tl thoughts with emotiondl images. Read the
text  oncc again,  not ic i : rg  par t icu lar ly  the words which mc-. rs t  i t i r  your  i rnaginat ion:  " .  .  .  fo ld  .  .  .  p i ty  .  .  .
p c a c c . . . l o v e . . . s h a c k l e s . . . c l a n g o r . . . w i l d w a r n r u s i c . . . t i r c ' o f a n g e r . . . a s h e s . . . t r e e o f p e a c e . "

Strong convic t ions in  a text  need to be matched by an c 'qual ly  s t rong tLrne set t ing.  L is ten c losely  to  the
tune ln tercessor  to  see i f  you th ink i t  is  appropr ia te.  See i f  you can f ind other  tune set t ings to s tudy.

W h i c h  t u r - r e  s e e m s  t o  y o l t  t o  b e  m o s t  s u i t a b l c ?

Not ice that  ln tercessor  is  in  the key of  A minor  wi th a "Picard ian Tierce "  on the f ina l  cadence to end in
A Major .  Study the melody to see i f  any two l ines are ident ica l .  l f  the in tervals  are d i f f icu l t  to  you,  c i rc le
the 3rds and 4ths and pract ice them in re lat ionship to  the A tonic  p i tch.  When you know the tune wel l ,
add the harmony wi th the accompanying inst rument ,  be ing carefu l  not  to  le t  i t  over-power the melody
and thc tcxt .

And say the next  r ime you hear  church fo lks ca l l  each other ,  "Brother"  and "Sis ter"  -  don ' t  laugh!
Whi t t ier 's  idea of  "Worship"  -  i f  they had been put  in to pract ice four  wors ago when the words were f i rs t
wr i t ten just  might  have changed our  wor ld f ronr  "anger"  to  "Peace."
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